PRACTICAL PROSE READERS

pasted on the outside of the gate, offering a reward of
five pounds to anybody who would take Oliver Twist
off the hands of the parish. In other words, five pounds
"and Oliver Twist were oifered to any man or woman who
wanted an apprentice to any trade, business, or calling.

EXERCISES

1.  Irony.   Irony consists of saying one thing and meaning
exactly the opposite.   It is a deadly form of criticism, and in
Oliver Twist, as can be seen in our passage, Dickens makes free
use of it.  For example, observe the way in which he describes
Mrs Mann as Oliver's " benevolent protectress."   In reality
she was an odious old tyrant.

Give other examples of Dickens's irony in the passage, and
show what Dickens really meant.

2.  Prdds. Describe in three short paragraphs the experiences
of Oliver Twist in the workhouse.

3.  Interpretation. Write a paragraph each on Mrs Mann and
Mr Bumble, describing their characters.
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